9

ki LGN /7_?. \\ /\‘:
Kﬂﬁt\&ﬁ‘f\m“ e
DECLASS] RESTRICTED
EC 1FTED 1AW Dop RENG @
F 3 MAY
WECLASSIFICATION OF Wiy Recompg, | ~'2¢ SUBJ:
HEADQUARTERS
U, S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
APO 234

C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
INTERRCGATION NO, 609
DIVISION OF ORIGIN: Morale.

SUBJECT: Political Activities Leading up to the Peace.

Personnel interrogated and backgroﬁnd of "each:

Mr. Hisatsune SAKOMIZU, career government official and
politician, Chief Cabinet vecretary in the Suzuki Government.

where interviewed: Tokyo 11 December 1946, at the home of Mr. Hisaji
KUBO.

Interrogators: Mr, David B. Truman
Capt, R. L. Guiterman, A4C,.
, Capt. Max Kleiman, AUS.

Others present: Mr. Hisaji KUBO.
Interpreter: None required,
SUMMARY

this interview covers the major developments in the decision to seek
peace from the time the Suzuki Government was appointed until 15 August
1945, OSome background comments on the Tojo and Koiso Cabinets are also
included; ;

Comment: 'The interview was arranged through Captain Kleiman, who is
an old friend of Mr. SAKOMIZU, the latter coming up from his home in
Kagoshima in order to talk with us. The appended narretive took somewhat
over 5 hours to relate, and it was impossible to arrange further ques =
tioning as Mr. SAKOMIZU had to return at once.,

SAKONIAU was born in sugust 1902, in Kagoshima Prefecture and was
graduated from Tokyo Imperial Unlver51ty in 1626, having specialized in
law. Upon graduation he joined the Finance Minlstry and was an hssistant
Financial Attache in New York in 1930, He was prlvate secretary to Prime
Minister Admiral OKADA, 1934-36. ©ince then he has held various posts
in the Finance Ministry including that of Director of the Financial Plan-
ning Section and Chief of the General affairs Buresu« He was on the staff
of the Cabinet Flanning Board undér the Tojo and Koiso Governments. He
was Chief Cabinet Secretery throughout the Suzuki Cebinet. &t present
he is runnlng for election in the Diet from Kagoshima.

! SAKOMIZU speaks hngllsh, and the interview was conducted in that
lapguage although he had some difficulty at times in making himself clear,
Capt, Kleiman and Mr, KUBO assisted at these points, which have not been
noted in the report. The report is as nearly in his own words as it was
possible to make it in view of the fact that it was written from notes
and of his‘frequent gremmaticel difficulties, His language has been
smoothed up in writing the report, but no editing hes been done to his
storys
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T- Truman G-Guiterman K<~Kleiman 5-Sakomizu Ku-Kubo

S - I shall talk freely. Capt Mux Kleiman, ask me any questions you wish
and L shall enswer them as well as I can. You will understand thet most
Japanese do not know the deteils of the events which I shall tell you about.

K = when was the Suzuki Cabinet appointed?
S - 4pril 7, 1945.

K - Was it the expectation that this Cabinet would consider ways of making
peece? . \

S - The Prime Minister, Mr. Suzuki, doubted the possibility of our contin-
uing the war, so right after the Cabinet was formed he  ordered me to exam-
ine into the details of the Japanese fighting power and to advise whether
it was sufficient to continue the war. I reached the conclusion at the
end of April, rather the beginning of May, that Japen couldn't continue
the war. ]

/e

T - What factors led you to this conclusion?' o

S - Our ability to manufscture airplanes,.the amount of .factory damage
from bombing, ship lossés and damege, the food situationm, and the senti-
ment of the pedple. The official géﬁcrnment propaganda  always insisted
on ultimate victory of Japan, but the people had doubt because &t the
time of the Okinawa battle the military said that they could defend Okin-
aws, ‘but Okinaws ‘fell. when the first B-29's came to. Tokyo,  &rmy fighter
planes“went up-end tried to fight them, but as the raids continued, the
number -of defending fighter planes which rose was graduslly less and lesse
The. peoplé saw this, end it gave them some idea of the fighting power Qi
Jopans fhere were so many rumors that the fall crops were going to be
des'troyed by American that they were very anxious about their food.

T - Do the Cabinet and the Prime’ Minister ususlly take the sentiment of
the people into consideration in their deliberations? b

S - They should but. usually they do not. Tojo didn't, it is clears « Su-
zuki did. (Kubo mumbled, "Suzuki is a very democratic man.") Yes, he is
very democratic, and he is much smarter than Tojo, and I think he knows
the best of any statesman in . Japan téday,_beoause for meny years he was
his chief Aide-de-Camp. %o at the véry.beginning of his government he
asked the Emperor how he thought about the war.. I think the bmperor knew
the people did not went to continue the war, that their sentiment was
enti-war. I guess the Emperor told Mr. Suzuki his will. 5o Suzuki order-
¢d me to make the investigation which I have told you about. ’ '

T - By what means did the Emperor know that the people did not want to
continue the war? * . / i

¢
« 2

S - He read the newspspers} thnoﬁgh the people he met; through meetings
with the former Prime Ministers, for example, my fathcr-in-law, (Adm.
Keisuke) Okada, who are sort of elder statesmen.

~..

T -~ Did the Emperor have access to the foreign radio?

§ = L don't think so. Then also there were the members of the Imperial
Household Ministry who were always against war.

T - How did you go ébout'finding\ouﬁ the sentiment of the people?

S - 1 listened to what they sgid, in the traméérs,.pn the |sgreets, ' and
so on. they did not know the number of airplenes we had, or the iron
menufacturing capacity, but they could feel what the situation was. You
can't stop them frow feeling, you know, - » "

M

G - Did you have no organized mefhod; like -the Gailup system?
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§ - No, therc was no organizetion’ dut 12 6w 50 manJ peoplc every day.
As meny as 20 or 3C people cume to see me cvery day. L knew well what
the actual position was with rcgurd to dJapan's. mgnufaCuurlng capacity,
because I was an officer’ of the Cabinet Planning Board &t one time. v -

T - How .!Lonmg? .

S - 1941-42 and 1943-44, during part of the Loj50 and part of the Koiso
cabidetsi” Yhen. L:was in the logo cabinet, I traed to break itiups ' You:
know, there is. an.old dapanusb prOVcrb Lmuch 1anguage trouble at this
point;iwith’ con51der“ble a331stance from Kubo } which: says that an- 1nsect
was inside ‘the lion and the' lion was'killed by the lnsect.j Hoshinet
(Neoki HOSHINO, head -of Cablnct Flenriing Board under one of Konoyc cebinets,
and Tojo's Chief Cabinet becretary) said ‘to.some of my colleaﬁueé that he
thought Sakomizu was the insect inside the lion. ;

I - You were not happy workiné"wiéhfhdshino?
§ = Noj but I knew him very welli | We weré both in the Yinence Ministry

together before’ the Manchurian In01dent I guess he wanted me in the ~
Plenning Board becauge he knew I had 'some skill iniplenning.” L pl¢nned '

fmany things but Tojo 1gnoreq most of them, and especially he would not’

listen to anything sbout ‘the scntlment ‘of the people. L thou@ht Tojo
did not know how %o stop thb war. He knew howto start one, but not how

to stop it.: You know, when L was 'ledrning to drive-a car in New York,

the teccher told 'me that before i could learn to drive, the car L 'must
first learn how:to stop it. Before Tojo the cabinet, breakers were always
Ronin; Samuréi without eny mistér. They have played.a particularly’ im-
portant role in Japanese hlstory, end: alwuyc they have been connected
with ‘the military. : Under Tojo, all the Ronin were pledged to him be-'
cause he was the mllltary § man, Under Togo they_obcyed“hlm.

T e

'Of course, licould not indulge in any propagends against Tojo, becsuse I
“was in thc Cablnct ‘but I believe that Qkada and I were the center of the

opp051t10n to TOJO. It took- Just one year t8 do it

You may~wonder wny Okada dlo;lkéd Togo 80 l shali tcll you the story."

‘Before the war .Tojo: gathercd togctker &1l the- formcr<£rlmy Ministers
_and ‘expleined why he was going to start the wars. Okada, khdm Nﬁtsumasa)

Yonai, “and «(Baron Re131ro) Wakatsukl did not .agrees Jkads asked Tojo
about the comdition .of Jdapsn's merchant shipping.. lOJo explalned thet ;
we might lose 80, 000 tons per month, end L don't, remember the ‘exadt amount
of nEw congtruction. he mentioned but it was by his caloulations more than
enough to make up for what was lost. Okade ssid his estimete was wrong,
And the fact was that Okada was right. It was as he said, . We lost, well,

'maybe ‘300 6r:200,000 tons per month., Our capscity for bulldlng was

500, 000 tons; but: we oouldn't build that: much: because. we: soon didn't have
the ‘materials, There were mhny, mahy shlpy&rda which were idle during
the war for this reason. 8o Okudu says ‘that ‘Tojo is, & 11ar. Nb, that

is not the word, ,thatuhe has no sonse for eSulmatlng the futdregs '

T - You said &, few minutes ago that it took Just & yeur to hccompllsh .
your progject ugalnst Ioﬁo, i wondur 1f you would give us thc story of
what happened in that year? : i )

S - birst we tflked to (Mgrquls K01chi) ‘Kido (Lord Keeper of the, Prlvy
Sesl) bécause. he could nominate the Prime Minister. Of course, the

“Emperor formslly nomine tcd hlm, but wes Kide who actually dld 1t 4nd we

sent word to Tojo, adv;ce, thet it would 'be best for him to r631gn. Tojo
decided to reconétruct his cabinét beccuse Mr, . Kishi (bhlnsuke Nobusuke
Kighi, Minister of Commerce snd Industry) and (Mamoru) bhlgemltsu cams
over to!our. side,. This was just before the Murianas campaigny Tojo
agied Yonai to be Minister: without Portfolio..: Okade ce 1led s« meeting of
the former Prime Ministers, and thﬁy decided that Yonai should not enter
the Tojo government, so Tojo was compelled to resign. General Abg accep-

-ted his invitation, but fOJo could not stend up egainst the solid oppo-

gition of the former FPrime Nhnlstcrs.
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Okada tried to get them to build &« Cabinet of peace-minded people, and
the 4Army fought egainst it, Koiso was an old soldier, but outside of
the government he had been very critiqal'of’Tojo, SO we expected.thaﬁ
Koiso might do something, but he was not strong enough to fight the mil-
itary. I think it was a pity that Koiso ever came in as Prime Ministers

Then Suzuki was appointed., His nomination meant a change in the tenden-
cy of operation of the government. The Empecror for the first time could
express his own opinion, [ think. Ikny of the lower officiuls of the
government, like me, had had official conferences in which we might say
something like, how can we continue the war without steel? Next duy the
Kempei would come to my office and say we hear that at a meeting last
night you expressed doubt of final victory. 4ll were afraid of the Kem-—
PEls d

well, I came to the conclusions I have told you about before, and Suzuki
decided I was right.  He went to the Emperor and came back a short time
later. He said to me that we must start some steps toward peace. This
was in the middle of May. So we asked HIROTA, Koki (former Frime Minis-
ter) to speak with the Russian Ambassador (Joseph Alexandrovich) Malik
in private conversation. \He did so on several occasions, sounding out

. the Russian attitude toward interceding with America. In the beginning
it looked as we might be successful, but the tulks never réached a suc-
cessful conclusion, In May Germany collepsed, as you know, end after
that the Wiar Minister (Gen, Korcchike 4nami) ssked the Cabinet floniia
gonference in the presence of the Emperor to decide the "fundamental "
principle .of the war" - whether to .continué it or not. Of course, we
(laughing) had. had many.rehearsgls of“that meeting. 1

The militaery insisted upon’contiguing, but I and others had different
ideas, although we couldn't ‘actually azdvocate the stopping of the war
becayse the MP's were still around, I drafted the memorandum for the
conference, end I started it with the statement that we should try to
Maccomplish" the war und keep the Emperor's” reign intact and keep the .
home (national) land. _Of course, the military read the word "sccomplish™
as' meaning that the war should be continued, but it was meaning that the
war should-be continued, but. it was followed by- the details which I hed
collected for. my report to Mrs Suzuki. The whole thing was p;‘esented i
to the conference in the presence of the kmperor, Those attending were
the Prime Minister, the War Minister,. the Navy Minister (Yonai), thé army
~Chief of Staff (Gen Yoshijiro Umezu), the Chief of the Navy General Steff
(Admiral Soemu Toyods), and the Foreign sinister (Shigenori Togo). Bach
expressed hls own opinion,:but none e¢xpressed his real feclings. But
if you read the deteils of my memorandum, it is ¢lear thet the war hed
to'stop. The' kmperor himself read the report as well as the others,
This was on the ninth of June. &t thet time the bmperor’ said nothing.

; {
 On the 20th of June the Emperor, by his own will, called & meeting of
the Prime Minister end the others I just mentioned who were in the meet-
ing of June 9th, (At this 'point S. explainecd that the Cabinet had to
present a written request for permission to hold & conférénce in the
presence of the Lmperor, but the kmperor could call one at his own init-
lative &t any time, although he rarely did so.) The Bmperor told them
that the conelusion in the document presented in the conference of June
9th seemed to be very paradoxical, ke knew the rcal meaning of thé con-
clusion.. He said, "I think it is necessary for us to have a plan to
close ‘the war at onge as well as one to defend the home islands." (S
~explained that at that time the Army was making much of its plen to
defeat the American forces when they landed on the home islands. )
48 a result of this expression by the. fmperor, Suzuki decided to stop
the war. After the meeting, when Mr. Suzuki ocsame beck, he said to me ,
. "Today the Emperor said what everyone has wented to say but yet was
afraid to say."

T - What was the reaction of the military to this deoision?
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S - Yondi understoed;and. .approved ;the .ideg., ,The.War Minister, Anami,
also.approved, but he ¢could not.express his: reul foellngs of the- generals
“round him and the foar of assassination. '
After that the government decided o send Prince Konoye to Hussia and
-asked Russia if- he ;would be persons-grata:. The Kussians.said.:thaf they
-could not deolde on the m%tteruunle ss  they . rocclvcd from the Uapaneso;f
govcrnment.“nd expresgion in more.detajl.of the purpose of the Frince's
missione, We sent & .cable te ambassador (Nuotukc) Sato in Nbscow GO
explainithe mission, jas.ifellows s i r i i . M - ;
~iae o7 tels: To -meke-an. improvement inurolationé;betweengﬁussi&oand i

Japan (this in view of the recent denunciation of the .

Neutrellty Pact)

ek VT asie. thc USSR to 1ntercedc w1tn thc Unltcd btutGS in

: vorder to stop the WE RIS A LR ST Sy e L RO
The husslan answer was. Chao alln &nd molo*ov were Just leav1ng for the
conference. at Potsdam,,so_ap answer to the Japanes¢ requesticould:nto.
be: given:until.they réturncd.'. we wanted:an answer before- the conference,
but we Justrcouldn't have:it, so there was nothlng toido but sWall e
Suzukl and £ fblt qultc pGQSLmlstlc about thc Rus°1an attltude toward"
our..proposal.i” Then oh: June.26th. came the Potsdam Declaration.. Suzukis
Togo, .and L. talked togethér, and we folt,that this'declaration must be-
accepted as the final terms: of peace (surrender), whether .we liked it;or
not. Still the mllltary side of the government said thut the tcrms of
the proclamutlon werc"too dlshonorable." il ,

(Asked in a51de, why the mllltcry permltted the approach to hu581a 1f
they were hostile;to acceptance: of the Potsdem Declaration, D..repllad.
"The  har Minister (inami) knew. of our negotistions,.but he neyer told .
-his military. staff. For thet I admire Mr, snami. &nd that is why he
.committed suicide." -Ku. at, thlb _point interjected the comment that he
was & 'typlcql Japanese, . to whloh P indicated assont. He continued:
"On the, outside ang OfflCl :11y: he prctended thet we must. continue the ...
war, but inside himself.he . hud: m&dc his-decision that.it must be: brought
to a stops ' He. alone, could. huve. broken the Suzyki:cabinet. at any time.
It:shows his ch&raouer that he aldn t, despite, whet hc kmew of our ncgo—
tiations. Yonal of s caursL,valwuys exprossed hlS idea that the war
should .be stoppcd and. that:is ong way. of being @ brave men.. Mr . hnaml'
was.of another,": T -iwhat risk did Yonai run: from his~ own people by .
being .o ut<poken7 8. =Not much, since the Mavol side wesy reudy to qult
in. apridori May; of 1945 ) TR S RER U g Aol LAY

S = On:the 7th of; sugust,, early in th¢ merning, sbout 2,0'clock; the -
~bell rang beside my.bed. ' (My own house:was bombed in.&pril and I moved
to. my'offici}l’residonc;.. That .wes bembed in, My, s0 I, moyed- by bed in-
' to my' office,.snd: I stayed.there 24 hours = days . dn: the:mprning when. I
- pot dressed; 1 would put on my hat and walk-through the building; return
to my office. wnd hang: up my hat. That I ¢alled comipg. to the offiess .
At might 1l-would again put.eh my hat: and walk through the building the-
- seme . way.. Lhat was! coning home from the office.) - when the' bell reang:
beside:my, bed,: 1t was;, Domei belling me . that Pr651dent Truman had announ-
ced, that: the. atomic: bomb had;been-used at Hiroshime,. . Iralready knew that
theaﬁiroshimasdan&ge had been very severe. and, that, 1t hed. been caussd, by
Just o@e;&irpl&nc, JLveryone: said that america had-used & new bomb, but
they didn't think it wes an atomic bomb beceause our seientists had told
us’ thot no'; country could flnlsh ‘the atomie bomb for use: in this war.

The » mllltary 88 1d that 1t wes probablv 8 4 ton bomb burstlng in thb 8dT,
They mede their caleulstions, but found that & 4- ton bomb ecould: not do
that mueh damege.  They suggested that it might be & 100-ton bomb. After
the announcement, /we sent. some scaentlsts ta Hiroshima, and they reported
that it was a real atomlc bomb, ECLASQUWED
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when this news came in on the morning of the 7th I called the Prime Min-
ister on the phone and reported 'the  arnnsouncement. Lveryome in the govern-
ment and even in’the military ‘knew that.if the announcement were CIRBIE

no country could carry on a war. “Wwitheut the atomic .bomb it would be im-
-possible for any country to defend  itsélf agsinst a nation which had the .
_weapon. ’ : , :

The chance had come to end the ware. It was not necessary to blame the
military side, the menufacturing people, or anyone else = just the atomic
bomb: It was & good excusc. Someone said that the ztomic bomb was the
Kemikaze to save Japan. - (Note: Meaning thet without it the war would
have continued until Jépan wes no more.) ‘

T - How long do you'think thé war would have continued if the atomic bomb
hod not been used? ‘

S.- We had already asked the Russians to intercede, and we could expect
_that they would eventuslly give us some enswer. If it had been unfavor-
able, there was just one way to bring peace and that was to broadcast
directly to the United States, but it would have been difficult to find

& good chance to do so. I think you can understand. Suzuki tried to

find a chance to stop the w.r and the atom bomb gave him that chunce.

I asked .the Cebinet.Board of Information to put &ll the information about
the atomic bomb.in the newspapers and on the radio, in ordér to tell the-
people just how fearful it was. But the General Staff Information Office
stopped-it. "They tried hard to emphasize that the people need not. fear
the atomic bomb if they were in shelters. ,I had much struggling with the
Chief of Military Informstion. &11 the Cebinet Board of Information wes
finally allowed to say was that the atomic bomb had been used .at Hirosh-
imse This’item appeared in the morning pepers of august 8th. Of course,
1l the intellectuals knew. the meaning of the announcement, because there
had been so many stories ‘and.novels sbout atomic power., 1 wanted all
the people.to understand the meaning of the bomb, but it took & full day
Just to’ get the bare announcement released.

. Un the morning of August- 7th, Suzuki and Togo (Foreign Minister) confer-
red and reported the news to the Emperor. They also gave their cpinion
that this was the chance to accept the Fotsdam Declarztion. Still the
war Minister could not make up his mind, publicly, openly.

Early on -the mofning of August 9th the bell beside my bed rang agein,
and .Uomei reported that Russia had declared war on us. L previously had
had’'a report from Sato thét he was going to meet with Molotov in Moscow
at midnight Japanese time on &ugusti8th, %o T was expecting some sort
of news, I felt rather pessimistic about the Russian negotiations, but
we didn't!expsct a war declaration,

I then got the full text of the war dcclaration. I took, i t6 the Prime
Minister at ubout 5 o'clock in the morning. I told him that there were
two ways for the Cabinet to.zo:

1, They could resign bécausehﬁhey had tried for peace through
the Kussians and had failed: '
i 2¢ They coulgd. take some.step af a.poéitive_sért;
The Prime Minister said, . "If we fcsign it will take| two or three days
for anew cabinet to be formed. , The 1oss of twa o three days is intols
erable, "since that.lapse of time might decide thernetional destiny. It

is necessary for us to take some positive step." —_—
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bo I told him there were two possible stebs to:t@ku;

1. Do declare.war on the fussians and.oontinue the war until T |
the entire nation was destroyed, to the death of the whole
nation. - - .
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2. Yo'adcept the ' Potsdém Leclaratiod.
Suzuki -said he would see the tmperor and he left about 7 A.i. He came
beck an hour or two .later and told me »that he had decided.to accépt. the

second alternative step (PotsdamADeclapation) and wthet the bmperor's
ideas were the same. He then ordered me to take the necessury procedures,
to make thie proper arrangements.

It was necessary-to hold two conferences:

A et meeting of the Senso-shi- do or '‘Inner Cebinet, mede up..
of the Prime Minister, the Poreign Minister; the War Min-
ister, the Navy Minister, the army Chief of Staff, and the

-Chief of the Nuvy General Staff. ' : -

e Y
2. & meeting of the Cabinet.

THe first was held at 10:00 on the morning of’ auguot 9th. ' Ordinsrily I,
as the Chief Cabinet Secrotary, the Lirector of the Bureau of Military
Affairs (Lt Gen Masao Yoshizumi), and the Lirector of the Naval Affairs:
Bureau (Vice Admiral Zenshiro Hoshino) participated in these meetings.
I supggested to the Prime Minister that we three should not be included
this time, beczuse if we were, the attending members would not speak
freely. MF- Suzuki agreed. So when all had assembled I took these two
out, and we waited.in the other room. fh important thing here is the
faet” that I took them out of the room.’ 'fhis had a very. 51gn1flcant

megning. 4r. snami LWar Mlnlotbr) had decided hlmhclf inside, ‘but he had .

to express this decision openly.' When I took the two mllltary as31st9nta
out, the war Minister saw what was mesnt, snd it gave him his’ ehance.
Un' thu surfacc thls was et nugllglblo onnt but it really 1sn't.
The conférence- lqstbd ‘for throe hours. I walked in two or threé -times; '
and each time" eVeryone was sunk desp in “his chair, and they said nothings
The: atmosphure was very. gloony and verv ‘cold. -afterwards the Prime Min='
ister came out and told me that two opinions had been exprcssad and no
agreement had been reachcd.
U lla accept the FPotsdam Declarntlon unconditionally, W1th :
 *  the understending that the Pétsdem Proelemation did not
include the requiremeént thet the nmperor'"xlegal position -
be altgred.

ol 2 ‘To acCept the Potsdam Declaratlon with the follow1ng con=
d;tlons. First, that the &llied forces would-not occupy
the home land, eicepting the small islands off the coest;
‘second, that the Japanesé militery and naval forces-abroad
were to be withdrawn by the Jepanese's' own will® end dis-

. armed and demobilized; third, all war cimres should be
prosecuted by the Japenese goVerhmeht,

Suzuki saild that he, Yonai, and Togo were in favor of the first opinion;
thet Anami, Umezu (Army Chief of Staff), and Toyode (Chief of Navy Gen-
e LA famvoned ‘TheVsenpnd lopiaaion s ™ (wsVIRTRCE A 1N AR o

Then I said, "Let's have the Cabinet corference." he agreed and I arran-
ged it for 1 Pily “Sixteen ministers were in attendance. ‘They'were gath-
ered ebout a big round table, as Chief Secretary, I set at a small sec-
retarial desk to one side, “When the meeting opened ‘Togo (Foreign Min-
ister) explained tha discussion at the.Inner Céabinet meeting. ''About 9
members agréed with the f;rst oplnlon (Uncondltlonal accepbance of. Pots~
dum Declaration), four with thé second opinion (conditibnel scoeptance)
and ‘three were on the fences (These took such positions as that the
three conditions in the second opinion were too meny, that two were
encugh, that the Frime Minister should teke the decision and the rest
should follow:) 'The Cabinet mcetlng continued untll 8 F.M., with one
hotr outifor dinner. Towerd the end L wrote s hoté to buzukl suggesting

-
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that he_ had better declare an intermission. This he shortly announced.

The borelgn hunlpter thc Prlme Nhnlster, and L then met in the Prime
Winister's room, &nd l told buzukl that 1 t was apparent that the Cabinet
conference was unable to reach a dgclelon. "I asked him what, he thought
_we should do.) “Then” he sald "how bout tnls” Go ‘to. the bmperor, report
the conferences in detall and get the Lmperor's own dec181on. L said
‘that it would. be. better to have an Inner Cabinet meetlng in the Lmperor's
presence and let all thé members EXpress personally ‘their cwn views.
Suzukl agrecd and. 1 procecded to make the arrangements.

NEo hold & cabinet mcethg in/the presence of the bnpcror, it is necessary -
to prepare a document stating the purpose of the meeting, over the signa-
tures of the Prime Minister, the 4rmy Chief of Staff and the ‘Navy Chief
of Staff. I wrote this document &nd got the 51gnatures. It was taken
to the bmpcror and he agreced to the meeting. ;

The conforence (with the Lmperor) was held et 11:30 P.i. (the Cabinet
meanwhile was still at intermission.,) I read the text of the. Potsdam
Declaration. It was very hard to do because the words of the declaration
are. very hard; the contents were not cheerful things to read in. the pres-
énce of the kmperor. Then the Foreign sinister cxpressed his opinion,
and the other members, all of them, expressed theirs, as in the morning
conference. About 3 o'clock on the morning of - the, 10th, the Prime Min-

" ister stood up and made the following announcements: "We have discussed
this questlon for a long time and evéryone has expressed his own opinion
sincerely without any conclusion being rcached. The situation is urgent,
so any delay in coming to a decision should not be ‘tolerated, I am there-

"fore proposing to ask the mmperor hlS own: wish' and to decide the coqfer—

‘ence's conclusion on thet basiss His wish should scttle’ the 1asue . and

’:the govérnment should follow it.," (4t this pbint . explained vury
e?rnestly that this was a very dbliCutb and unusual procedure, slnce

_under the constitution the hmperor cannot decide anything by hlmsclf
that there is ng cons titutional procedure ‘for the Emperor’ to expross
his:wishes in matters of pollcy, and ‘that the bmperor must, always fol-
low the ‘government 's advice, ‘In thls highly: extra-constltutlonal sit-
wation ‘the Government wes suggcstlng th t it gdvise the bmperor as he
said he wantcd Lo be udv1sed ) 4 :

Suzukl stpppcd two or three -steps away from the kmperor. and nsked him to
express his own ‘opinmion. ‘(&% this point, S., who could not sutisfy him-
self that he had made clear to'us the character of the situamtion, explain—--
ed ‘again .that this was an unpreceédented development, that always in: such

~conferences the Smperor says nothing at all.) The kmperor just leuned

forward and told Suzuki to ga back to his seat, The &mperor then started
to express his own opinion: "I mgree with the first opinion as expressed
by the Foreign Minister. (I thought he wes through at this point but he
continued.) I think'I should tell the reasons.why I have decided sos

. Thinking about the world situation and the internal Japanese situation,
to continue .the war means nothing but the destruction of the wholegnatlon.

My ancestots and myself have always wished to put forward the nation's

‘welfare and international world peace as our prime: coneérn. To continue

_the war now means that cruelty and blood shed will stlll continue in the

world and. that the Japanése” ﬁatlan Will ‘suffer severe damage, 50 to

stop the war on this dccasion is the only way to save the' nution from
destructicn &nd to restore peaco in the world. Locking back at what our
mllltary he&dquarters h'vc done, it 1s‘Jpparent that their, performance

has fallen Far, shert of thc plens expressed. I don't think this dis~ -
grepandy .can be CUrrccted 1n the future, (b stdpped at this point and
said with grcat fcellng th t e thuught the. smperor was the” Wlsest
stetesmen in Japsn todhy, the TWost perspicacious. Despite  the’ isolation,

he knows well what is £O1ng, on g&nd understends it. He recalled that one
dey et lunch TuJ had told S, thet he hed tried ta "educate" the Smperor
to start the War, It wes very herd, He (8. ) went on to state that the

Imperial mes crvpt at the start of the war was drafted by the Cabinet,

as alweve' but that he hmoexor in51uted on making one alteration be-
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fore he signed it.,  after the sentence which states that war with the
United States and Great. Brle&ln was an.inevitable thing, the EBmperor

* inserted another, as £ollows: "ani chin ga Kokorozashi naranya?" Tran-
slated, this means, "How can this\ bejour. own will?!. -5, insisted that
this means <ometh1n0 very 1mportant.: The government could agree to .in-
clude the sentence, .since it appears: merely to elaeborate the preceding
Statement of 1nev1t“b111ty but 1t 2lso means, when it is understood,
that tne Lmperor r&ther than %he government wrote it in, that the war
_was not the kmperor's will but was forced on him by his obligation to
take the government's advice under the constltutlon ) But when L think
about my obedient soldiers abroad and of those who died or were wounded
in battle, about those who have lost their property or lives by bombing
in the home land when I think of all those sacrifices, I cannot help
but feel sad (S said that the Emperor used very heavily emotional
words in th1< part of the statement, and because of then the members of
the Cabinet cried openly ) I decided that this war should be stopped,

however, -in spite of this sentiment and for more important considerations.

" Mre Suzuki then said,‘"The Tmperial decision has been expressed, This
should be the contclusions of the conference." It then was zbout 3 A, M.
on August 10th.

we went back 'to the Cubinet offices and reconvened the Cabinet meeting,
The Prime ilinister reported the kmperor's decision. 4ll the members
agreed to it and signed the document (advising the bkmperor thet the
Potsdam Declaratlon should be accepted unconditionally)s

L forgot to say thut the conference in the presence of the bmperor wes

- attended by (Baron Kllchlro) Hirsnuma, President of the Privy Council,
This he 'did at the Emperor's speciel request: & Privy Council resclu=~
“tion is eSSentlul for the ratificetion of internutional. agreement; such
as the acceptunce of the Potsdum Declaration, .but there.was not time, to
assemble the full Privy Council. They are old men, living all over the
country, and it would have taken a considerauble period to assemble them
2ll:for u formal session. To save time, I advised the: Prime slinister
that: this" should be omitted. So Mrs Suzuki asked the Emperor to call
Bafon Hiranume into the meetings leunuma agreed with:the first opinion
(uncondltlonal &cceptunc of the Potsdam. Declaratlon), and his agreement
was sufficient to constitute acceptance by - the Privy Council,

The cable of ecceptance was sent early, about 7o'clock; on the morning

of the 1lth through the Swedish end Swiss governments. about 0400 on

the 12th we received a broadecast from Sen Francisce giving us your

" government's snewer, but we .did not reccive the official written docu-
ment through the neutrul countrles until about 0700 on the morning of

the 15th, ; : i

There' was llttle dlfferencc between the broadcast version and the offic-
ial texth . he studlcg the former the whole day on the l2th, the: unoffic-
il Bocument, ' Un the ufte,rnoon of the 12th, San Francisgo broadecasted
that the Japancse reply wes. very late and 1nthated that as a result it
; mlght be necessary to. bomb Tokyo. (Meanwhllc we had ‘heard from e pris=
oner of ‘war, ‘A b-29 pllot that your government plenned to use the atom-
ici'bomb on Tokyo on.the. 12th.) I wes very muech.worried.  So L asked
Domei to ‘broaded sﬁ thet the Japunese government had not yet recdeived
the off1c1cl ‘reply of the Amerlcan government. ' .This brosdcast was\ stop-
ped by the ‘military on fhe groundc that . they were dfraid the military
forces abrodd would plck i up,. guess thet somethlng wes igoing on,. and
the éffects on moraie woula be seriouse The military refused to permit
Domei ‘to" send <nyth1ng-f /s wes very afreid of the possibility that the
atomic bomb! wouid be uskl ¢ ulnsf us sgain. - S0 on my own: responsibility
l +ald Domei to meke t}e brO'dCuSt dusplte the mllltury.

That WS about 5 P.“. rlftecn minutes lvtur &un Frﬂnchco said that

theéy could unﬂcret*%ﬂ vhv’the Je \panese reply was late.  Immedic tely there-
after sevéral hlgh olf1c1uls of the mllntary came to me.and asked me why -

L hed: Lold Dome1 to 1ssuc thls bronCtst. They had been to: the Domei
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OfflClol$ and had been told thut I had ordered the broedcaet desplte the
military objections and would take’ complete resp0n51b111ty. ‘This con-
versation was repeated severzl times with the military officidls, but
nothing came of it, and no harm was done to me., You sce, the military
‘were trying very hard to cancel the tmperor's decision to accept the
Potsdam Declaration unconditionally.

The official, answer of your government wes received on the morning of
the 13th, as you know. We had a Cabinet meeting beginning at 1 P.ul
Tho(dlscus ion was confined entlrely to the part which said that the ul-
tlmate form of the Japanese government should be decided by the Japanese
people themselves. Some said that this meant, acceytance of our: propOSel
while others said that it was -a refusal. it

i is aifficult to explein the second opinion, that this was a requQI
“of ‘our offery (5. paused at this point, refleécting,) L forgot to say
',eurller thet in--our cable to the Jnlted States, which I drafted myself,

I had ‘steated that the . "legal position' of the “mperor should not be al-

Tteredl leanuma -President of the Privy Council, who is a very theoret-

"ical nationalist, believed that the "prerogatlv 5" of the Emperor:are.
it derived from' the. Constitution,  so that the position of the J2*mperor
"is not a’legal but:& natural one. H therefore insisted that the word

"prerogatives" be substltuted for '1egel p051t10n . That was all we -
mtant by the statemcnt anyhow. 'but I was over-ruled. ’ 1

About '15 ministers held the oplnlon that the Bmerican answer was accep-
table, that the Jopanese people. could decide the ultlmdte form of the
govornmtnt. Three believed. that it.was unuoccptdblc because the bmper-
or's position should not be depgndent upon the people. ~ again no con-
clusion for the confereqce ‘was recached, .and we declared an intermission
about 6 PRV AL AR R A i :

I thought that another conference. in the presence of the Emperor would
be necessary, but I saw that was not going to be possn.blf~ when the mem-
" bers of the military staff came to see me and srlo "You' used a trick
the other night (to get the Imperial declslan) They thought I had
arranged snd staged everything, Nevertheless [ asked the military and
naval chiefs of :staff to sign a request for a second conference in the
presence of the fmperor. They refused. They did not want the bmperor's
decision to be apparent.

(Aside; 411 this wés ‘going on while the Cabinet session was at inter-
mission, &s you ¢en see, these intermissions dre a very convenient
thing.) 1 wondered what to do. . The : mllltury had closed one path to a
decision{by refusing %o elgn thc requcet for enother confcrence with
" thé aneror) I 'was veryitired,. and I thought it would be- good thing
if we all got some’ sleep thet night. . But San FranlSCO was stlll broad-
custlng, and I was iafiraid of that atomlc bomb. oy A suggested to Suzuki -
that the cabinet meeting shpuld. be postponed untll morning and that I
would talk With the military people that night: I said I would talk
with them,: but I hpd mo idea how I would get through them, ‘ -

The two”ohiefs of staff had a talk with the Foreign Minister all thet

night, They wanted him to put the question to the American government
again, to get the answer more exactly., The Foreign Minister told them
that that wouldmean cutting the slim string of communication between

the two countries, so he would not agree. They pressed him all night.
1 stdyed with them until 2 &,Ms The foreign Minister insisted that we
hed been able to establish a very delicate. relation with the 4American

government, that to ask the guestion agein would be construed &s a re-
fusal, which would result in the destruction of communications betwsen
the two governments.

’Eﬁrly on the 1l4th the Prime Minister came to thé officé about 8 o'clock.
I said, "Did you sleep well?" He said, "Yes, did youd® I gaid, "Ope=
half hour."
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st 2 A.il, L had asked Domei, completely on my own responsibility,. to
broadcast that the Japanese: government had-almost'decided to accept the
reply of the Americén goverhment.  Thé military people were very angry
with Domei, and they. (Domei) anxicusly-askéd me to'explein that I had
ordered dit,: But;that &s:ia:mimor pointd«v 7 7 TE ek : L
Suzuki said to me, "Wwhat shall we do now?" I suggested that he go to the
Imperial Palace and .ask-the Emperor to call ‘a'conference of the Cebinet,
- the two chiefs of ;staff and:Hirsnuma in the bmperor‘'s presence, The
‘Emperor can .dosthatiat any time, although the ‘government cannot reguest
. such a mesting without the signatures: of -the chiefs of staff on thé re-
f"l‘qqgst;ngﬁdocumengu=.Mr¢;5uzuki.wentﬁﬁo thé PalaCG'and'fetufned:abdut 10
ol ool Immediately after .the .return, & telephone ‘call came from the
Imperizl Household Ministry summoning all these people to a conflerence.
i All.were jin informal clothes, but with the permission of the Imperial
-..Household Minister; we alli went es we were.' ‘= ¢ - ke WA

7

~; . The 16 Cabinet Ministers, the 2 chiefs: of staff,’ Baron Hiranuma, the
4 directors of; the;Burknus of ‘Militery and Naval Affeirs, and I were pres-
~ent, at the conferehce:’ Mr.:Suzuki:announcéd that the Emperor had called
;s to discuss. the' matter: of the &mericen reply in'his presence, so that
everyone: who: had:an, opinion should express it freely. , Anami (her Minis-
ter);.Gen: Unezh (Chief. of.$taff); and’ Adm Toyods' (Navy Chi&f of Staff),
expressed the opinion-thet thée fmerican’answer was insufficient, so that
we had better ask them again for a more concrete answer or, if that. were
- .impogsible, to continue the war. “No¢ne else took'thet position, |

. Then the Emperor spoke.: He said:’ "It scems +to me that there 'is no other
.opinion on_your side (the militery?s). "I shall céxplain mine. “I hope all
‘of. you will agree with my opinion. (Asides " 'ThHis was very important.

You must remember that the Emperor never used to say anything in these
conferences, Now he asked that the government agree with the opinion

. he expressed. -This is a great thing ‘inour political history.) My opin-
ion is the same as the one ‘I expressed the other night. ' The &mericean
.answer seems to 'ue acceptable."  (Everything then' 'was ‘decided, and all
‘the members of the cohference then really recognized that Japan had been
. defeated for the first. time in her :3000-year history. Everyone cried
~like children. . L had. intended: to write down the Imperial cxpressions,

..but. I found: I.could not. Yet all:there: remember’ the Emperor's words to
this dey, just like a dream.) ' ) b

~-The Empéeror gave.almost the same réasons for his'opinion- &s he had in the
former meeting,with the smalleri group, ke expréssed his opinion on the
;reconstruction of {dapan. =Hei said #hat-all must cooperate’together: ™ He
then a?k@d-thﬁAgqvernmentuto=draftithe”lmperial Resoript to'stop the
-~ Werm. . He snid that.all theupeopie "who -wikl' suddénly ‘réalizé what the mil-
",ip;ry;ﬁiﬁu%tionﬁia;mayube Surpﬁised$*=801ifﬁthe‘miniéteré_ﬁhiﬁk it would
bq,better,;he,saidﬁhéwwuuldispéakfpefsﬁﬁafly to “theit dver ‘the ‘rédic, He
sedd,, "The military mnd navali‘forces espécially will be shocked, .so L
will go any place sthe Ministers want ‘and explain’ the situsticn to the
soldiers pen@on@lly;“~w(ﬂsidetiilt:ﬁs»Ve%y'sélddm‘thﬁé'thé'mmpé§or“has
done this, and I think it is the first time in Japenese history. The
Emperqr.w&ﬁhweﬁﬁingjshcw-whi&éfgleés;-and'hejhiméelf"pdt'his\hand,tﬁ
hig_gyesvtq4bpu§h.away'thevtearsfz~Tdisaé~that; é%érybﬁé felt thut the
Emperor had come: back to the' people’ from his capture by'thé military,
+ had- the convigtion that the: Emperor was Wifh“the'peCplé;'}eélly'néér
b bhem;  For; alweayse, gt Loomo b Bl o A T LI

The decision was:made!and the'confererice was cibsed: The Cabinet mei-

bers returned to their. ofifice snd madéithe formal decision decepting

the Americen answer. -l started o .draft. the Imperial ‘Rescripts Because
~ remembered his very words, it was nok difficults « *I put i¥ in the
Chinese style of writing. You should resd the Rescript very carefully

., because it gives thé Emperor's real statement, unlike the usual Rescript,
which is drafted entirely by the government.
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The answer to the #American government was sent out about noon. The
‘Rescript was issued at 11 P.M., and at 12, midnight, the kmperor's
broedcast to the people was recorded for broadcast.

At 4:30 the next morning (15 August) I was awakened by the noise of
machine guns outside the Cabinet offices. &t first I thought it was
American planes on a raid, but I soon discovered it was an attack by 50
or 60 Japanese soldiers. I immediately left the building by an under-
ground passage, and went to the Metropolitan Police Headquarters, The
machine gun fire lasted only 2 or 3 minutes; they entered the building
and, finding no ome of any importsnce around, tried to set fire to it.
They left in about 30 minutes and went to the private residence of Wr,
Suzuki, which they burned to the ground,.,: Just 5 minutes before they .
arrived, I had called the frime Minister, told him of the attack on the
Cabinet offices, and suggested thaet he should get out at once, as it
seemed likely that they would go next to his private residence.

At the lletropolitan Police Station I found that the Imperial Household

Winistry had been occupied by a military force who were trying to get
the record of the Emperor's broadcast and destroy it before it could be
put on the air. They did not succeed in locating it., (Gen Shizuichi) .
Tanake (Commander of the Eastern District Aruy, Tokyo) spoke to the

. leaders of the group, trying to persuade them to vacate the premises,

and he finally succeeded about 7 o'clock in the morning.

At noon on the 15th of August the broadcast of the Dmperor s speech to
the people was made.

T - I understand thqt the attack on the Cnblnet offices did not come
completely as a surprise to you?

S -~ Informed people suspected that something wes going on as early as
the 12th or 13th. Posters were put up in the Ginza and elsewhere urging
people to kill "the Badoglios of Japen, Suzuki, Seakomizu, Yonai, Okada,
Togo,, and Hiranuma". Hiranuma's neme was left off some of the posters
and leaflets. The police said they were put up by "Ronin" who were
connected with the military,

Then on the 15th, all the military airplanes came out. Tthey had not

gone up to attack the B-29's for & long time, but they all came out then,
hundreds of them, snd spread leaflets saying, "We will continue the war
and "The Imperial Rescript is a forgery".

For one month I lived with two policemen at all times, and at the recom=-
mendation of the police I c¢hanged my sleeping place every night. It was
not so bad, but the rice problem was difficult, as it is rationed, and
moving &ll the time I could not gut proper rations for me and my two

bodyguards.

This was the second time I had had machine guns turned on me, the first
being in the February, 1936, incident, when I was secretary to my father-
‘in-law, OCkada, the frime Minister. Then I was not a marked man, as they
were after the FPrime Minister himself. This was the second time, when
they were really after me. I may notlbe so lucky the third time,
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